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PREFACE 
Ashanti is a territorial province of the Gold Coast, a 
British Colony in West Africa. It lies between the southern 
area of the political division Which is commonly known as 
the Colony, and the protectorate of the Northern Territories. 
But the cultural division of Ashanti, which includes all seg-
ments of the Ashanti people, should not be confused with the 
political section by the same name. That area with which 
this thesis shall deal is composed of a homogeneous ethnic 
group with common language and customs which does not cor-
respond to the political boundary by the same name. It is 
difficult to locate this cultural group as it exist today; 
for practical purposes, however, we shall consider merely 
the political division as approximately co-equal with Ashanti 
culture. It is an area of about 24,560 square miles and has 
a population of nearly seven hundred and fifty thousand.* 
The total area of the Gold Coast, 1tt ich we shall touch in 
the last chapters, is an oblong block of territo~ lying mid-
way on the coast of West Africa between the French Mandate of 
Togoland on the east and the French Ivory Coast on the west. 
On the north it is bounded by the Upper Volta district of the 
French Sudan and Senegal, and on the south by the Atlantic 
Ocean. It has an elevation ot 500 to 1500 feet above sea 
~old Coast Colonial Annual Deport, 1946, Accra, Gold Coast 
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level and an average rainfall or usually not exceeding fifty 
inches.1 
The chang•• which have taken and are still taking place 
in Ashanti culture have been a continuous process over many 
centuries. First was the contact with other African cultures 
before the earliei.European expedition. Students in African 
historr frequently tell of the communication between East and 
West Africa thousands of years before Christ as is evident by 
a similarity in certain feativ1ties. 2 Neighboring societies, 
suoh as those in Togoland and Dahomey, developed specializa-
tions which facilitated economic exchange and at the same 
time encouraged exchange of cultural ideas. 
Later changes ooourred through contacts with various 
European groups, though in different degrees. First on the 
scene were the Greeks and Phoenicians during the early period 
of the Christian era. Their chief interest was in spices, 
minerals and other trade products. The Portuguese, Danes and 
Dutch appeared in the 15th and 16th centuries. Last to arrive 
were the British and with them the contact took on a different 
relationship. It is the influence of this group with which 
we are mainly concerned in this thesis, that is, with the in-
fluences they imposed through their formal and informal inter-
1F. Bourret, The Gold Coast, Stanford University Press, 
Stanford, California, 1946, p.5 
2See W.E.B.DuBois, The World and Africa, The Viking Press, 
New York, 1947, and Maurice ne1anosse, The Negroes of Africa, 
Associated Press, Washington, D.c., 1931 
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action, For their status, first as slave dealers and then 
as administrators, created a lasting impression, lith the 
African there was hardly any concept of "Western Civiliza-
tion" in general; they were only "white men" who worked 
among him and with whom he C§me in contact, And it was 
they, as individuals rather than as an organized society, 
who effected his life, 
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CHAPTER I 
INTliOWCTION 
This thesis is an attempt to analyze systematically'the 
changes which have resulted in kinship structure from the 
contact of a "primitive culture" with Western Civilization. 
Although it is chiefly a theoretical study, that is, its 
chief purpose is to formulate certain hypotheses which will 
explain social behavior, it is also concerned with support-
ing such hypotheses with evidence drawn from observations 
of actual situations. 
The concept "Western Civilization" involves a wide range 
of institutions, norms and customs but for this study I shall 
use as an index of Western Civilization only two general 
characteristics of western economic institutions, competition 
and individualism. In most "primitive societies" the family 
is the most integrative force in the social structure, that 
is, the functioning of other institutions depend on the rights, 
duties and obligations of members to their particular family 
groups. Even political and religious positions are contingent 
on family status and the ascending hierarchy of immediate fam-
ilies; for this reason, it seems appropiate to use the chang-
ing kinship system as an index of culture change. 
The primary purpose of this thesis, therefore, is to 
show the close reiationship which exists between a given type 
of economic system and kinship organization; and to show that 
"' 
' . 
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change in one force changes in the other. Various studies 
have referred to the relationship between these two institu-
tions but none, to my knowledge, have been specific in analy• 
zing the functional relationship between them as was done 
b,y Professor Parsons in his essay on the kinship system in 
contemporary United States, Using Linton's distinction be• 
tween the conjugal and consanguineous family structure, Par-
sons showed that the isolated conjugal family is more pre-
valent 1n the American societ:r than the: extended consanguin• 
eous family because it is more functional tor the competitive 
occupational economy 1h ich exis1B here, In the extended f'ami• 
ly group there is obligation to a considerable number of in-
dividuals and a consequent state of mutual interdependence 
which tends to limit the scope of' individual initiative and 
the drive tor personal enterprise,l But what Professor Par• 
sons did not explain, however, is why there exist within the 
same American society certain tendencies toward the consan-
guineous or extended family structure,2 One of the aims of 
this thesis, therefore, is to extend Parsoni' theory of th& 
correlation between the economic and kinship institutions b,y 
analyzing the kinship system 1n a society whose economic in-
stitution is communal, and thus completely different from 
that found in the United States; and then by following up the 
changes which may have taken place in the kinship system when 
~alcott Parsons, Essays 1n Sociolo~ical Theo2 Pure and 
Applied, The Free Plress, Glencoe, I linois, 1 49 
·-
2
see James West, Plainville, U,S,A,, Macmillan Company, New 
York, 1945 
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_ the competitive individualised economy was introduced into 
certain areas of this society through contact with Western 
Civilization. 
In looking for a society which would be appropiate for 
such a study, I found the Ashant1 society especially suit• 
able, because as a result of the contact with Western Civili-
zation, this society has tended to become separated into 
three structural areas. The first area, that which has had 
the greatest amount of contact as a result of being the seat 
of the colonial government and the center of commercial trans-
action for European tradere, shows a trend toward the compe-
titive economic system and a correlated tendency toward the 
isolated conjusal family structure. In the second area the 
contact with Western Civilisation is limited for it is chief• 
ly on the occupational level that interaction w1 th manbers 
of Western culture takes place. This area is one in which 
mining operations and other technological enterprises are 
concentrated, and thus it has become separated fran other re-
sidental areas. The third area, that of the hinterland re-
gion, ia furthest Nmoved from the influences of Western con-
tacts and has therefore been able to retain the communal tri~ 
bal economy and consequently, the extended family system. 
l'or the type of labor required in an unskilled agarian economy 
is of such that the extended falllily group offers more guaran• 
tee of a large labor fo roe then would the isolated conjugal 
family. 
In order, therefore, to show the particular changes in 
4 
~ economic conditions Which have been introduced b1 the agents 
ot Western Civilization, and to analyze the method b1 which 
the traditional Ashanti kinship system is adjusting itself 
to the new conditions, the theoretical approach in this the-
sis will constitute a functional analysis of ths traditional 
as well as ths new society. It will employ particularly the 
"concept of objective consequences• proposed by Merton in his 
re•specitication of the functional approach. Merton indicates 
that a given item in a culture may be advantageous to the so-
ciety considered as a unit but disadvantageous tor the sub-
groups within the society, and vice versa. Where it is ad• 
vantageous be regards it aa being merely functional, but 
where it appears to be disadvantageous he refers to it as 
being dysfunctional. He then states that, regardless or 
whethsr the item is functional or dysfunctional to any particu-
lar gw up, the mere tact that the function is intended and 
recognized by the participants it becomes a "manifest function" 
but if it is neither intended nor recognized by the partici• 
pants it is a "latent tunct1on.•3 Such a functional approach 
to the chmging institutions of the Ashanti society seems to 
beitruittul means or explaining the ways in which the contact 
with Western Civilization has modified the traditional cul-
ture along certain lines; 1by certain customs seem to have 
either disappeared completely or become modified while others 
still flourish; and to what extent there occurs merely a co• 
existence of the new and old forms in certain areas. 
3 Robert K. Merton, Social Theog and Social Structure, The 
Free Press, Glencoe, fii!no!s, C p. II 
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·Although the main focus is upon the changing kinship in-
stitution as it correla tea to the changing economic pattern, 
this thesis will also consider the effects produced by other 
agencies or Western Civilization. Among these are the politi-
cal or colonial system and the educational and religious in-
stitutions. In many instances the influences exerted by these 
institutions has been tremendous and an analysis of their ef-
fect may provide a clue for understanding other factors in 
the Ashanti society. 
~he methods employed in collecting material on this thesis 
have been the use of librarr research, questionaires, corres-
pondence and interviews. The library material consisted of 
books by Ashanti authors, by anthropologists and historians 
who have spent a considerable number of years in the Gold 
Coast studying the Ashanti culture and those of other ethnic 
groups in that area; by outstanding Africanists, documents 
from the British information service in New York and the L!ai-
son office in Washington, D.C. In addition I corresponded 
continuously with various Ashanti and other Gold Coast students 
in the United States and Canada throughout the entire period 
of preparation of this thesis. Two different sets of question-
aires were sent to these students, one objective and the other 
requiring essay response. It is remarkable to note that out 
of the set of questionaires sent to the twenty-one Ashart1 stu-
dents there was a return of eighteen; and out of the set of 
120 sent to all the Gold Coast students, including Ashantis 
6 
sixty-rive were returned. Then I also had interviews with 
Ashanti and Gold Coast, as well as other African students 
around Greater Boston. The information received from the 
non-Ashanti students correlated very highly with that re-
ceived from the Ashentis, except in a few oases where some 
major difference in the speoirio locality from which the 
student came led to difference in reply. For example, those 
students from the Yoruba section of Nigeria insisted that 
there had been no effects produced on the kinship system by 
an alien religion. It is important to note, however, that 
this area is Mohammadan oriented and that this religion is 
the most universal there at present. The disorepenoy in re-
plies, therefore, may be attributed to the faot that the 
norms of the Moslem religion support the traditional type of 
kinship structure. An example of this is the practice of 
polygyny which is really the basis of the extended family 
structure and communal economy. On the other hand, the rea-
son for similarity in replies, even though the informants 
came from different societies, is the fact that, given simi-
larities in economic conditions, such as similar physical en-
vironment and lack of technical skill, the same cultural 
patterns will tend to diffuse in different societies. Thus 
the effects produced by Western Civilization on one of these 
societies will be similar to those produced on the others. 
In discussing the changes which have occurred in the 
Ashanti society, it is necessary to note the difficulty in 
7 
separating the influences which have effected Ashan t1 per se-, 
as distinquished from other parts of the Gold Coast. Sta-
tistical reports give information for the entire colony and 
it is impossible to separate the percentages w.bich relate 
to Ashanti. Therefore, this thesis will refer to the Gold 
Coast in general in certain oases, but in such instances, this 
will be indicated. 
In order to depict the changes in the Ashanti kinship sys-
tem which have resu~ted from contact with specific agencies ot 
Western Civilization. I have found it useful to organize the 
discussion in the following manner: A brief analysis of the 
traditional kinship structure will be given in chapter II. 
This analysis will attempt to show what role the kinship in-
stitution occupied in the traditional society by indicating 
the statuses and roles of family members. Chapter III is con-
cerned with the process of contact and the manner in which the 
new institutional forms were introduced. It is chiefly a 
link between the discussion of the traditional culture and the 
contemporary situations. The analysis of chapter IV deals 
with the actual influences exerted by specific agencies of 
Western Civilization through the establishment of new cultural 
norms. The manner in which different territorial groups at-
tempted to adjust to the new conditions is the subject of 
chapter v. Chapter VI summari&ea the important points appear-
ing throughout the thesis and shows what theoretical generali-
zations can be made from this study. 
CHAPTER III 
HOW CONTACT WAS MADE 
The contact of Ashanti with Western Civilization properly 
dates as far back as the 15th century when Portuguese traders 
went to various parts of Africa in search of spices and grains. 
But the influence these early explorers may have exerted on 
the Ashanti culture was comparatively insignificant, due to 
the fact that, first, they were transients and thus stayed in 
no single locality any sufficient length of time to have ex-
erted influence on the rigid life which has often been alleged 
to exist among African groupa.l5 Secondly, the Ashsntis at 
this time were not themselves organized into sufficiently 
large social units so that any contact wbioh may have taken 
place was done chiefly on the individual level, rather than 
by the social group. 
The moat important western contact which took place was 
that with the British, which started with the first British-
Ashanti war in 1808. In the 16th and 17th centuries Britain 
was faced with a major transition, that of building an indus-
trial nation. To facilitate the manufacturing enterprises 
which were being developed at home she needed both a source of 
supply for raw materials as well as a convenient market where 
she could sell her finished products. This brought her to the 
African shores. 
15See D. Westermann, The African Today, Oxford University 
Press, London, 1934 
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The initial contact with the British, during this period 
of slave trade, was very informal and impersonal; but it set 
the pattern for certain attitudes which the Ashantis assumed 
in resisting British control after the slave trade was abo-
lished. Ambitious uncles had been encouraged to sell their 
relations to slave dealers and thus used foul means to do so, 
by accusing them of delinquency. Powerful kings used slave 
trading as a method of punishing nuiscieants. In brief, the 
contact during the slave trade, though very significant in 
destroying the solidarity of the kinship group by encourag-
ing vice and prejudice between family members, is not the 
main concern of this thesis. 
The first formal contact which took place between the 
British and Ashantis was in the nineteenth century, after 
the Ashanti confederacy had been successful in overthrowing 
the yoke of the Denkeran kingdom. The power of this confed-
eracy had originated with the possession of the Golden stool. 
A legend is told of how Anotch1, a great magioan of the house 
of Osai Tutu, chief of Kumasi, presented a stool all d ecora-
ted with gold to Ashanti and declared that it had been sent 
from heaven and that with it was bound the power, honor, and 
welfare of the Ashanti people so that if it were ever cap-
tured or destroyed the kingdom would come to ruin. 16 With 
this incentive, the separated Ashanti tribes organized them-
selves into a union for the purpose of extending the power 
16Edwin w. Smith, The Golden §tool, The Society for the 
Promogation of the Gospel in Fozeign Parts, Tufton Street, 
Westminister, 1927 
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of the confederacy into other territories. But they were 
able not only to establish an empire which extended from 
the Volta to the Atlantic Coast, an area of nearly two hun-
dred thousand square miles, but also to resist the skilled 
British army in seven wars in a period of ninety four years, 
1806 to 1900.17 
Many European powers, Dutch, French, British, etc., had 
established trading forts on the coast. Because of the rapid 
advancement of the Ashanti empire in this direction, the 
Fantis, a kindred group of the Ashantis on the coast, became 
frightened of being included in this wholesale subjection 
and thus sought protection from the British. It was this 
intrusion which eventually led to the first British-Ashanti 
war in 1806. After many attempts to crush the growing power 
of the Ashantis by force had proved unsuccessful, the British 
resorted to the use of diplomatic policy. They entered into 
a negotiation in 1831 with the view of making peace with the 
Ashantis. It is important to understand that the subtle phi-
losophy of which westerners have often been accused of using 
to gain political and economic control in underdeveloped areas, 
•ueh as sending out missionaires, became useful at this point. 
In order to accomplish their aims, it became necessary to in-
duce the Ashanti to think as the Britisher; thus the most con-
31 
venient thing to do was to indoctrinate him into the western 
ideology. One of the greatest indoctrinating agents is re-
ligion. It conditions men's minds to' the acceptance of the 
rules of a Superior Being who is so far removed from physical 
contact that there is no means of voicing opposition to his 
demands. 
The first Christian Chruch, a Basel Church, was establis-
hed in Kumasi in 1840.18 It encountered many difficulties 
in getting converts because of the rigidity of the norms of 
the ancestral cult and the scepticism of Ashantis of British 
friendship. Other early Christian missions included the 
Methodist in 1840 and the Boman Catholic in 1880. Most of 
the first teachings in the schools established were in the 
vernacular of the people 
With the succession of Prempeh to the Ashanti national 
stool, the government was thrown into financial difficulties. 
Upon requeating a loan from the British in order to liquidate 
a national debt• he was presented with the condition that he 
accept a British official resident "to prevent the disintegra-
tion of the Ashenti kingdom." Prempeh refused to accept the 
terms but the British. after a time, demanded the resident 
on the ground that the Ashantis had violated the treaty of 
Fomana by encouraging the practice of human sacrifice.l9 
l8Gold Ceast Liaison Bulletin for October 1950, Washington, 
n.c. 
19c. c. Reindorf, History of the Gold Coast and Ashanti, 
Basel, 1915 
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By 1890 the British policy toward Ashanti, that of being 
on an equal national level, was reversed and an offer of a 
protectorate was made. Ashanti refused the offer and sent an 
embassy to England but it was not received. Instead a mili-
tary expedition was dispatched to K~asi in 1890. This time 
the British met with no opposition whatsoever, because the 
attack was made on one of the Ashanti 1s sacred days. Prempeh 
and his chief deputies were exiled to the Seychelles Island 
where they remained until 1926.20 The Ashanti kingdom be-
came annexed to the Gold Coast Colony in 1901. The territor-
ial division of Kumasi, the capital, which included forty 
square miles of land, was taken over as war indemnity, so 
that even until today, all Africans who live within this area 
have to pay ground rent to the British Colonial Government. 
The Ashanti empire was redivided; part of its territory was 
included in the administrative area of the coastal colony, 
and the area now known as Ashenti was divided into two pro-
vinces and each province into four districts, to facilitate 
British administration. The Governor of the Colony became 
the chief executive for the entire dependency and in each dis-
trict he placed a commissioner to act in his stead. Thus the 
confederacy was dissolved and the various units became once 
more isolated and paid individual allegiance to the British 
Governor. The status of the king was substituted by a state 
council in Kumasi. 
20R. s. s. Baden-Powell, The Downfall of Prempeh, Murray, 
london, 1896 
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With the introduction of new political authority many 
laws were introduced to facilitate British control; one of 
which was the "Native Judrisdiction Ordinance." This law 
gave the governor the right to confi~ the election and in-
stallation of chiefs who were still elected by the Native 
Customary Law, that is, within the royal family.21 
Having subjected the Ashantis to political and legal 
control it became convenient to employ their labor for econo-
mic gains without much expense. Ashanti laborers were recrui-
ted for work in the gold mines established in the coastal co-
lony in 1879. In 1914 the manganese mine was established and 
in 1918 the diamond mine. The African workers not being accus-
tomed to a routine, particularly underground, job, began to 
decrease very rapidly. In 1917 there was an employment of 
19,000 men but by 1920 the number fell to 11,250 due both to 
the strenuousness of the work as well as to the rise of the 
cocoa industry which was completely a native enterprise. To 
overcome the labor shortage the mining supervisors insisted 
that the colonial government intervene by demanding the re-
cruiting of boys and men; and the enforcement of the "Master 
and Servant Ordinance" of 1893 and amended in 1912, W11oh 
authorized the governor to make rules dealing with the re-
turn to employers of servants who had deserted them. This 
led to a large scale recruitment in 1921 without regard for 
21 Raymond L. Buell, The Native Problem in Africa, vol. II, 
Macmillan Company, New York, 1931, p. 721 
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physical deficiency, not only of Ashanti workers but particu-
larly of laborers from the Northern Territories. As a result 
of this the Gold Coast census for 1923-24 reported a death' 
rate of 75.27 per thousand and 60.48 per thousand for the 
following year, in the mines alone, as compared with 12.96 
per thousand in local labor. ConJequently, the Mining Health 
Area Ordinance was enacted in 1925, providing for medical 
examination of laborers recruited outside the coastal colony.22 
Other industrial enterprises established included the 
timber trade, agricultural projects and the establishment of 
railways to facilitate the transportation of these products 
to the coast for shipment. 
In the chapter which follows, the effects produced by 
these new forms of social institutions - the religious, edu-
cational, political, and economic - on the traditional kin-
ship system will be discussed in detail. 
22 ibid, PP• 824-28 
CHAPTER IV 
EFFECTS ON THE TRADITIONAL CULTURE 
In chapter II we attempted to analyze the Ashanti kinship 
system as it existed before the conquest of Ashanti by the Bri-
tish. The norms which governed the kinship group were found 
to regulate not only the social relationships between kinship 
members but also their religious and economic relationships. 
As a result of the contact with Western Civilization (chapter 
III) we saw how new norms were introduced into the society, 
some of which out across traditional kinship obligations. 
For example, the new legal code introduced demanded that the 
individual give separate allegiance to the new political au-
thority and the kinship group, thus limiting the political 
power of the lineage head over all members of his clan. In 
an effort to conform to these new patterns many individuals 
have tended to neglect their duties and responsibilities as 
members of a particular kinship group. 
While bea~ng in mind that the traditional kinship system 
has been tremendously modified, it is both important and neoee-
sary to understand that although the British forcibly changed 
the pattern of political structure and introduced new religious 
sanctions and economic system, they did not designate what 
new pattern the kinship system was to tab''• 'C!l.e ,"0r1.1 a:1d soli-
darity of the kins.h1p group began to change gradually in ad-
~ justment to the new social structure. The ms.in purpose of 
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this chapter, therefore is to show what the new institutions 
were and how the kinship system was changed to suit the new 
conditions. 
The factors which jointly brought about new oonditons in 
the society, and to which the kinship system had to adjust 
itself, fall into three main categories. These will be des-
cribed in the order in which they were introduced. First is 
the religious institution brought by missionaries who, in ad-
dition to introducing certain articles of faith, have aimed 
at promoting changes in attitude by means of establishing 
formal European type schools which have been instrumental in 
destroying the foundations of the traditional methods by 
which the old customs could be transmitted to succeeding gene-
rations. 
The second agent, but equally important in effecting kin-
ship solidarity, are the new forms of political and legal in-
stitutions imposed by British rule. The laws enacted rapidly 
took the place of old customs and shattered the old moral 
code. They provided a basis for the introduction of European 
ideology and consequently of European way of life. As a must, 
these laws have been a great influence in directing the new 
trends in kimhip relations by placing new values on diffe-
rent types of poaitons in the social structure, which in turn 
have changed the status and role of the individual in the kin-
ship group. 
The third, but the moat important agent f~ our purpose, 
is the economic institution in the form of mining concessions, 
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increased commercialization and export of native crops, and 
the provision for marketing facilities, such as the opening 
of new roads and railway, and the establishment of modern 
methods of communication. 
Before going into a broader disoussion of the ef.teots 
produced by these new institutions, it is important to make 
clear that their influences have not been evenly distributed 
in all areas; nor have the movements themselves always been 
harmonious in their purpose. Their effects differ as they 
penetrate different areas and individual homes. Nevertheless, 
there is hardly any family group, regardless of how remote 
from the contact centers, which have escaped the influence of 
European acculturation in one form or another. There are 
certain institutions in the Ashanti society also which have 
been more receptive to change while others have been more re-
sistant. The discussion in this chapter is intended, however, 
to give an overall picture of the changes which have occurred 
and are still occurring. 
In making this analysis I have found it difficult at times 
to separate the influences on Ashanti per se, as distinquished 
from other parts of the Gold Coast; for in many instances the 
link is so great, due to the influx of Ashantis to other areas 
of development, that the influences in these areas have effected 
the attitude of the Ashanti to the traditonal system. Also, 
statistical reports give information for the entire dependency 
so that it is impossible to separate the ~roentages whiah re-
late to Ashanti in particular. In the face of these limitations 
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I shall be oompelled to spe,~ of the Gold Coast in general in 
oertain instanoes, but in s uoh oases it shall be indioated. 
1. Effeots of Eduoation and Christianity 
Eduoation in Ashanti has been largely the result of mis-
sionary enterprise and thus its influenoes have existed muoh 
longer than any other western institution. Several religious 
groups, the first of whioh were Basel, r~thodist and Catholio, 
have established sohools in Ashanti at some time or another 
sinoe 1843. There are a large number of sohools in various 
parts of the Gold Coast today, whioh are open to Ashantis. 
of these, nineteen inolude oollege olasses and eight out of 
this number are situated in Ashanti proper. 23 Unlike the edu-
oational system in many western oountries today where seoondary 
sohool administration is distinotly separated from oollege, in 
the Gold Coast there is usually a oombined program leading 
from primary sohool to oollege, inoluding teaoher training di-
vision. In Aohimota, whioh is one of the oldest institutions 
of higher learning, during the period from 1930 to 1940 there 
was a oomplete eduoational ladder from kindergarten to univer-
sity olasses. The purpose of this was to take advantage of the 
limited number of prepared teaohers who were available. 
This new type of eduoation has had a tremendous effeot on 
the kinship struoture by oreating new statuses for those mem-
bers who are able to take advantage of the opportunity. Con-
23 
· Gold Coast Liaison Report for Ootober, 1951, Washington, 
D. c. 
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seque~tly, it has created an intellectual class of Ashan tis 
who, while not having lost all contact with their traditional 
kindreds, have rushed to ths municipal areas where the nonns 
governing social relationship seem more in harmony w.tth their 
new ideas and preparation. Buell indicates that the schools 
turn out annually between four thousand and five thousand 
boys who aim at seeking clerical jobs in rome European cone ern 
or government employment.24 This new status has tended to 
create a gulf between the literate, in the western sense, and 
the non-literate who still regard custom as binding. Literacy 
has become one of the major criteria for reckoning social stra-
tification so that in certain areas non-literate parents have 
tended to fall in a lower class than their children; and this 
in turn has effected the original family solidarity for the 
literate children are able to exercise different rights and 
privileges than those of their parents. 
Another effect of the new educational system is the in-
creasing symptoms of frustrations which exist in the urbanized 
areas. 25 Non-literate parents generally consider the putting 
of their children through school a sacrifice and an investment. 
Consequently they expect the school-child to get a job and sup-
port the family as soon as he leaves school, regardless of what 
level he attains. The child, on the other hand, often seeks a 
particular type of job, usually skilled, to give him prestige. 
24ibid 1 Po 721 
25 K. A. Busia, Social Survey of Sekondi-Takoradi, Gold Coast 
Printing Press, Accra, Gold Coast_ 1950 
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But the scarcity of such jobs, and perhaps the inefficiency 
of the ~rson, generally leads to frustra~on and misunder-
standing between ~arent and child. 
In the traditional culture, the extended family was the 
common meeting ground for ceremonial occasions. The impact 
of one personality upon another through common residence and 
the intimacy between kindred members rooted in affectional 
ties served as a basis for establishing a relatively cohesive 
family group which later was extended to include Whole commu-
nities. But with the impact of European education, an arti-
ficial barrier has been created between family members. There 
are few, if any, common interests which unite them in many 
instances, and even the kinship structure has often tended to 
take a completely reverse form. Groups in which a fairly 
large number, particularly male, have become educated have 
tended to switch fiDm the matrilineal to a patrilineal system 
in matters of inheritance and succession. The influence of a 
father in confering prestige and status on his children has 
given him more control over them than existed under the tradi-
tional system. And the children in turn have been compelled 
to rely on his decisions rather than on their maternal uncle 
who is the legal protector and advisor under the matrilineal 
system. 
Along with the impact of education may be noted the changes 
produced by Christianity, Wiich fosters educational development. 
In order to understand the religious impact it is necessary to 
understand, first, the method by which the Christian mission 
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gets its converts, and secondly, the influence which the Church 
exerts on the life of its members which in turn effects the 
norms of the larger community of which they are a part. 
With the integrated structure characteristic of most "pri-
mitive cultures" it at first appears improbable that outsiders 
could change the norms which are so firmly rooted. But there 
has been a subtle philosophy which missionaries have often 
used in approaching non-literate peoples. They generally first 
establish hospitals, schools, and other essential service agen-
cies which create a link of dependency and increase the pres-
tige of the Church in the community, so that there is hardly 
any incentive to resist its teachings. In due course of time, 
therefore, the ancestral cult becomes dysfunctional to the 
Christian converts, due to the limitation of the magical power 
of the priest, especially in such matters as healing. Soon 
adherence to Christianity becomes more efficacious. Generally 
speaking, it is the younger generation who are more easily led 
to accept Christianity for, because of the concentration of 
ancestral cult powers in the hands of the oldest lineage members, 
younger people have no direct religious obligations to perform. 
Consequently, it has been found that they constitute the largest 
26 proportion of converts. 
When Christianity becomes firmly established, its first 
aim is usually to change individual behavior; to turn polyga• 
mists into monogamists, and to estab+ish the attitude of equali• 
26see D. Westermann, African and Christianity, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, London, 1936 
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ty of opportunity through the doctrine "Love thy neighbor as 
thyself." This attitude soon cuts across the traditional 
practice of specific rights and duties based on family hierar-
chy. At first the converts in the community are looked upon 
as deviants fra:n the traditional religious norms and in many 
instances, due to the sanctions imposed on such deviations, 
they become out off from the kindred group by being debarred 
from partici];ll. tion in certain activities. But the chmge in 
their attitude together with the freee communication which 
they may have established with the white authorities, soon 
set them in a special social class above the hard working and 
distant person who has not been exposed to the "European way 
of life." One by one the members of the community begin to 
accept and profess Christianity and thereby gain a measure of 
social prestige. 
There is one advantageous result of Christianity in rela-
tion to kinship solidarity which can not be overlooked, how-
ever. In the traditional culture all misfortunes were attribu-
ted to witchcraft and some "innocent relation," generally the 
uncle or aunt, was often punished drastically as the victim. 
But with the introduction of Christianity and its doctrine of 
divine ordinances for everything, there is less need for ac-
cusing family members of such offenses since the blame can be 
placed on something far beyond human imagination, "the will of 
God," thus tending to strengthen family ties by removing ground! 
for suspicion. 
One of the chief influences of Christianity has been the 
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change in the degree of functions wnich marriage served. Mar-
riage in the traditional culture had three functions: (1) sex 
gratification, {2) economic prestige, through increased pro-
duction by the multiple wives, and (3) prolificity. But with 
the establishment of Christianity in the form of monogamy and 
the teaching of personal responsibility, the nuclear family 
unit is gradually being extracted from the extended family 
group, thus completely ignoring the needs of other family mem-
bers. These immediate family groups become so small that it 
is impossible for them to produce sufficient for their own con-
sumption, which necessitates the seeking of hired jobs by its 
members and consequently the lowering of their family status 
in the sight of the community. 
In contrast to traditional forms, modern Ashantl families 
prize affectional love or companionship. Christian mores pre-
scribe that a husband support his wife and children, thus re-
sulting in a break up of the matrilineal custom. They encour-
age schooling for all children, thus reducing the labor force 
in the self-sufficient economy since children have to spend a 
large part of their time each day in school. They do not re-
quire the inheritance of a deceased brother's wife which has 
the effect of producing a number of unmarried women and conse-
quently the evil of unapproved sex life. In many instances 
they unwittingly produce the very thing they set out to des-
troy, general social immorality. Usually when the Church ob-
ligations are met there is no question as to the legal prooe-
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dure nor of the adequacy of the marriage in terms of the social 
norms of the existing society. While the absence of certain 
formalities, such as the payment of dowry, may be perfectly in 
place as far as the Christian Church is concerned, trere are 
also the moral standards of the traditional society to take 
into account. In the traditional Ashanti society all marriages 
which did not have certain definite ceremonies of this sort 
were considered immoral. In other words, morality is indivi-
sible. 
Another important weakness of the Church as a social and 
cultural agent is the contradiction which often appears to 
exist between the acceptance of its teachings by coaverts 
and their actual behavior in the community. Here I have pa rti-
cular reference to the practice of magic and witchcraft which 
are elements of the ancestral cult worship. Many missionaries 
have gone to the extent of establishing boarding compounds for 
their converts so as to remove them from the influence of the 
ancestral cult. But it is interesting to note that regardless 
of how devoted some of these converts become to the Church, 
how high the degree of antagonism which may be created between 
them and the members of the ancestral cult, the ceremonial prac-
tice of magic and witchcraft often hold a significant place in 
their lives and have thus become a problem to the missionaries. 
To understand the reason for the persistence of these practices, 
it is necessary to go beyond the mere acceptance of Christianity 
and to see what function these ceremonies have to the cultural 
life of the people. Turning to the nature of the economic sys-
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tem we find that the basic factor of the traditonal economy, 
that of economic self-sufficiency, still exists in most of 
these areas; so that the inhabitants are faced with the same 
problems of using traditional techniques of cultivation -
ploughing the soil with small iron hoes - while there is a 
growing demand for increased agricultural products. DUe to 
the lack of money income farmers are frequently required to 
pay the cost of board for their children in the mission schools 
in food supply. Then they are faced with the problem of produ-
cing cocoa for the external market as well as being the source 
of food supply for the Mining and other industrialized areas. 
Thus, 1h ile their economic problems seem to have increased the 
means of solving them still remain the same. In traditional 
times the magical powers had proven functional in giving them 
security to meet their economic needs. Their ancestors had 
once lived on earth and, according to native belief, they are 
able to understand the problems with which their descendants 
are now confronted. And thus their ancestors would be ready 
to aid them by making possible a successful harvest year. 
2. Effects of the New Political System 
With the establishment of' British colonial administration 
the kinship structure underwent equally drastic changes. The 
military unit for inter-tribal wars was no longer necessary; 
thus the qualities ~ich brought prestige and wealth to the 
family group in the past were no longer required in the new 
society. Individuals therefore had to seek other means of' 
acquiring power and wealth. 
45 
New positions were introduced through legal ordinances to 
replace certain traditional authorities. The clan began to 
lose its recognized judicial function for the lineage head 
could exercise no right of seniority in the courts. Instead 
of the traditional boundries dividing kinship groupings, se-
veral were grouped into one divisional unit called district, 
and in which was placed a European political machinery. Each 
district officer was empowered to act with an advisory council, 
the majority of whose members were civil servants of the colo-
nial government and whose decisions could be overruled by the 
European governor. 
In traditional times the political and religious institu-
tions were closely interrelated so that the lineage head was 
also regarded as the chief priest of the religious shrine. 
Chieftaincy consisted of a reciprocal relationship between a 
given ruler and his subjects so that the political and econo-
mic protection which he gave them was repaid by a contribution 
of one third of each family's income as tribute. And loyalty 
to an individual's clan was a means through which he gave loyal-
ty to his chief. With the establishment of a foreign rule, how, 
ever, there has resulted a separation between the political and 
kinship institutions. The individual's obligations to the cen-
tral government are demanded through the payment of taxes and 
fines while obligation to the kinship group is usually in terms 
of contribution to family functions, such as marriage and bur-
ial ceremonies, puberty rites, eta. With an increase in govern-
ment taxes trere was a devrease in the amount of tribute the 
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family group could give to the chief. Thus to compensate for 
the limited income of the chief the government had to subsi-
dize him with regular monetary salary so that his position 
now rest on the support of an alien government from which he 
derives his subsistence rather than on the fulfillment of ob-
ligations to his people.27 As a result of salary also, many 
stools have been turned into profitable speculations and suo-
cession to them in many instances is based on a s7stem of bri-
bery rather than the criteria of personal qualities set by the 
" lineage system. 
Another effect which the new political system has had on 
the kinship organization is in terms of land alienation. Ac-
cording to the customary law no land could be alienated, whe-
ther leased or sold, without the joint approval of the kinship 
group since all lands were held in common. \'fith the coming of 
an external source of authority, however, and the establish-
ment of the system of "indirect rule" in which the chiefs are 
used in administration of the territorial areas, the chiefs 
were given the power to form contracts for land with industrial 
concessions, with the district' commissioner acting as witness, 
but without the knowledge of his subjects. The people found 
it difficult to adjust to the new source of power and frequeat 
land disputes arose between chief and subjects. If carried out 
in the right procedure, however, the method of "indirect rule" 
seems to be a good policy for governing subservient peoples. 
27 
_ SeeK. A. Busia, The Position of the Chief in the Modern 
Political System of Ashanti, Oxford University Press, LondbD;l95l 
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It is alleged to be based on the assumption that administration 
rests on the traditions of the people and should continuous~ 
introduo.e new techniques to suit the new social and economic 
changes. But as it is frequently practiced, this method can 
not and has not worked well in Ashanti and other places of 
similar conditions which function on a system of kinship re-
lation rather than territorial division. For loyalty to the 
lineage becomes stronger than allegiance to the country as a 
whole, particularly when governed by a foreign power. The 
division of power in the old confedearcy was chiefly on the 
basis of lineage hierarchy. The conflict between the new and 
traditional poli~ cal system is more apparent in the number of 
disstoolments of chiefs between the time of the British con-
quest and the return of Prempeh in 1926, as is indicated by the 
28 following figures: 
Period Disstoolments 
1904 - 1908 
1909 - 1913 
1914 - 1918 
1919 - 1924 
1924 - 1926 
7 
23 
38 
41 
3 
The tremendous rise and abrupt fall in the number of disstool-
ments is an indication of the dysfunction of the new political 
system to the traditional way of life. With the assurance of 
the return of their famous chief and one who signified a re-
turn to the old order, the fall became abrupt. Such a situa-
tion would indicate that an adjustment to changing political 
28 Raymond L. Buell, op. cit., P• 928 
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condition depends upon a problem solving situation. A satisfac-
tory adjustment is obtained in proportion to the extent that 
the group is prepared to maintain its normal social organization, 
even in a new situation. 
3. Effects of Industrialization 
Ashanti is predominantly an agricultural area. In the olden 
days when farming was carried on by the traditional method, a 
relatively high level of soil conservation was achieved, as 
family groups moved from one farming area to another when the 
fertility of the land was exhausted. With the introduction rf 
European industrial methods, however, many influences have 
served to break down tribal customs of land use and tenure, 
which was the primary factor in promoting family solidarity in 
the traditional culture. The leasing of large areas of land 
to modern industrial and agricultural concessions have tended 
to restrict the lineage to relatively small and infertile areas 
where, with the increase in production and the lack of scienti-
fic method of refertilization, the soil has become depleted 
thus encouraging kinship members to rush to the industrial cEll-
ters in search of jobs. 
The coming together of various cultural groups in the in-
dustrial areas has tended to lessen the restriction of family 
norms. Those who have gone away from home have often found 
it necessary to develop new habits and to acquire new tastes 
so that when they return to their original villages they have 
introduced some of the elements of city life into the tradi-
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ditional culture. This in turn has tended to break through 
the crust of long established customs and increase the pos-
sibility of change. The result of this has been a growing 
demand for imported products, such as utensils, instruments, 
and ready made clothes or fabrics, and for many other arti-
cles which the original economy could not provide. 
The second major influence of industrialization upon the 
family relationship has been a more direct effect upon the 
customary system of land tenure, which was communal holding. 
Today the r~ld Coast ranks with Brazil in the production of 
cocoa. It produces a little less than one half of the world's 
supply. 29 This industry is completely in the hands of Africans, 
European firms serving only as shipping agents. Due to the 
high price of this product, farmers not possessing sufficient 
family lands have gone to alien tribes to rent or purchase 
additional land. Under the customary law, a tenant had to 
pay one third of all he produced as rent and failure to comply 
gave the owner the right to evict him. But due to the labor 
expense and the place of cocoa as an important commercial crop, 
the British courts have ruled against the excessive redG and 
the power of eviction which has in turn limited the ready in-
come of the traditional family. Today the family has to go 
through a long process of law to get rid of an undesirable 
tenant. 
Another effect of the cocoa industry is the conversion of 
large areas of land, formerly held in common, into individual 
29 ibid, p. 921 
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holdings. One cause for this change is the rush of family 
members to modern industrial centers so that there has been 
a limited number left to care for and cultivate the lands. 
Another is the new competitive attitude associated with money 
economy. In one instance* therefore, it has created a money 
economy in which individuals exchange their products for a 
standard currency with its limited value; in another instance 
the cocoa farmer has had to employ laborers to aid in the cu~ 
tivation and preparation for marketing, which has in turn 
created a wage-earning class who do not themselves own land. 
The tendency of individual land tenure has also re-channelized 
the direction of inheritance. Individuals are more attached 
to their nuclear family group so that fathers have tended to 
will their property to those people rather than the prescri-
bed successors of the matrilineal system, who were usually his 
nieces and nephews. Sometimes the small and limited amount ~ 
land owned has not been enough to encourage the legal successors 
to fight for their rights. 
The last effect of the cocoa industry is one produced by 
the world market. The extended family was an independent eco-
nomic unit and did not have to depend on an external market for 
its subsistence. Today, with the rapid growth of cocoa farming, 
the principal crop is grown for export. The doubled price 
level of cocoa between 1939 and 1946, due to the repercussions 
of the second world war, did not only force Ashantis to give 
up the new luxuries which had almost become necessit~ea, but 
also created unemployment for many so that family members had 
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to go far and wide in search of jobs. Family communal labor 
gave way to individual strivings and there was less disposi-
tion toward mutual help. 
The theory of all lands being held by the chief and leased 
to individual families as vassals, still holds in Ashanti today, 
at least in theory, but in practice it has become dysfunctional 
for if adaquate modern agricultural and mining induatries are 
to operate, sufficient land must be available, but such land 
can not be obtained under this traditional procedure of land 
tenure and alienation. According to the customary law there 
is a large number of family members with whom the chief must 
confer before a strip of land can be disposed of. While such 
a system is advantageous in ensuring the solidarity of the 
family group modern technology can not function on the premises 
of procrastination. This therefore produces a crucial problem 
to future advancement, Shall traditional method of land ten~, 
which is actually the only current factor that produces a com 
mon interest in kinlh ip relation, be abolished, or shall develop-
ment be forestalled? 
The mining industry, lhich was established in Obuasi and 
Akrokerri in 1905 and Konongo in 1924, has also left its marks 
on the kinship system. According to Buell, in 1924 and 1925 
a total of 10,338 men were employed in the gold mines alone, m 
say nothing about the manganese and diamond mines instituted 
in 1914 and 1926 respectively. The railway employed four thou-
sand workers and the harbor 2,724, making a total of nearly 
20,00 in industrial employments, not including those working in 
the timber trade, transport, and government employment. 
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This Industrial Revolution was also a revolution of family 
relationships. It marked the emergence of urbanized communi-
ties and of the many new trends in ideas and manners associa-
ted with urbanization. The concentration of authority, the 
ambition to enter European type politics, the fallacious mis-
representation of traditional values, and theory of integrity 
and prestige based on criteria other than family membership 
have all become apparent in the urbanized areas of Ashsnti. 
The effects of industrialization are in many ways similar 
to those produced by education and Christianity. Many men 
have had to leave their families in the villages and travel 
long distances in search of work, and some have been recruited 
to work in the mines. Some never return home and there is 
hardly any regular means of communication with their families 
since they are seldom literate and their families would not be 
able to read a letter written for them. Some never send money 
to their wives, ~ich encourages the women to seek other means 
of support that are generally not sanctioned by the rigid so-
cial nonns of traditional customs. If a divorce occurs the 
wife can not claim any of his property. In Ashanti, those 
who return often have developed new wants which can not be 
secured in the villages. Their new luxuries soon place them 
in a class above their own kindred and sometimes even above 
the chief. The lack of tribal sanctions and restraints in 
their working places increases their immorality so that when 
they return to their villages there arises the dissatisfaction 
ot readjusting to the conservative norms. 
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There have also been effects on the pattern of marriage. 
With the growth of industrialization and individual competition, 
there is less economic advantage to polygyny so that there is 
a general trend toward monogamy or fewer wives. 30 There has 
been an increasing demand for European luxuries; thus the wants 
of wives have been too .numerOus to be secured with the limi-
ted income of husbands, and sometimes even the husbands them-
selves have desired more than their income will provide. In 
marriage itself, there is a trend toward sex gratification as 
the dhief motivoting attraction for marriage so that there is 
more tendency toward the individual mate selection type rather 
than the usual arranged marriage between families. 31 
In the parent-child relationship there has also been tre-
mendous changes. In the traditional culture a father was re-
sponsible for the moral life of his son and a mother for the 
discipline of her daughter. With the changing conditions in 
both education and economic life, children are away from home 
a large part of the day and by the time they complete the ele-
mentary school and have an opportunity to aid in the family 
production, they have to leave home to go to school in the ci-
ties. The father and grown sons may work away from home on 
some wage earning job so that on the whole there are fewer op-
portunities for interdependent activities and similarity of 
30 Robert A. Lfstad, "Differential Acculturation of the Ahafo-
Ashanti of the Gold Coast and the Indenie-Agni of the Ivory 
Coast," Unpublished Ph.D. Dissertation, Northwestern Univermty, 
1951 
3~his was indicated by the Ashanti students in their responses 
to questionaires and in interviews. 
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interest between family members. 
Then came the world war which opened up totally new oppor-
tunities. Camps were built in certain area and these bred the 
products of vice and immorality indicated as common to indus-
trial centers. After the war, upon the return of Ashantis 
among other Gold Coasters taken overseas, they had become used 
to free medical care and money to spend at will several of 
them attempted to return to their villages but the lack of 
these conveniences soon encouraged illegal means of acquiring 
them. Because of the rigid standards of the Interior life, 
they soon had to rush back to the large cities; their dreams 
had been blocked and frustration began to set in. In spite of 
the post war rehabilitation plan proposed by the government, 
many could not get jobs because of their illiteracy; and due 
to the limited number of jobs available the qualified ones had 
to be given preference. Envy crept in, "brother was turned ag-
ainst brother and father against son," so that there was hardly 
any feeling of kinship ties.32 
The opening of communication by air and sea to America and 
Europe took many young Ashantis away from their families for 
study. Here they came in contact with situations quite differ-
ent from those they had learned at home: impersonal relation-
ship in the school, capitalistic economy to which the kinship 
must adjust itself, so that gradually they began to internalize 
these new norms and upon their return home t~ey, too, began to 
32nEffects of the war on Native Life," African World, 1948, 
p.28 
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introduce such elements which were a threat to ramily soli-
darity. 
In conclusion, it is important to keep in mind that these 
problems exist not only among Ashantis but are common to all 
"primitive peoples" who.have been raced with the impact or a 
roreign culture, but the process or adjustment has taken dir-
rerent rorms. In some instances the contact has totally trans-
rormed and eventually absorbed the original culture as is hap-
pening to the Maoris in New Zealand. In other instances the 
original culture has raded away at the very touch or Western 
Civilization as is the case or the Tasmanians. At other 
times the aboriginal culture has become extinquished as with 
some Bantu tribes or South Arrica, while in still others there 
has been merely a co-existence or parallelism or the old and 
new as in India and China. In Ashanti there has resulted two 
divergent groups, the literate with their Europeanized atti-
tudes and values and the non-literate with their insistence 
on traditional standards and conceptions. 
In the next chapter we shall try to show the difrerences 
in adjustment of the individuals living in separate territorial 
areas due to the difrerence in the types or economic systems 
introduced. 
CHAPTER V. 
KINSHIP SYSTEM IN THE NEW ASHANTI SOCIETY 
In the preceeding chapter we dealt with the inrluences 
produced by speciric agencies of Western Civilization on the 
traditional culture or Ashanti and the manner in Which the 
kinship system responded and attempted to adjust to the new 
conditions. It was shown how concomitant with the introduction 
or new institutions - religious, political and economic - new 
norms were developed which, in many instances, out across tra-
ditional kinship obligations and consequently produced new 
attitudes and values, thus leading to change in the social 
structure. 
We must now turn our attention to the structure of the 
Ashanti society as it exists today. The purpooe or this 
chapte~ is to make clear the fact that the new society is by 
no means homogeneou•• The introduction of Western institutions 
has been unevenly distributed; particularly is this true of 
the economic institution. The types of economic activities 
introduced by Europeans have been concerned chierly with in-
dustrial development and commercialization of European made 
products; little interest has been shown in improving the tra-
ditional methods of farming. Consequently, those people who 
live in the agricultural centers have found it less necessary 
to change their habits and customs than those who live in the 
industrialized areas; for the latter group is not only faced 
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with the problem of finding new means of making a living but 
must also adjust its way of lite to suit the heterogeneous 
cultural groups_ that .come to work in these areas. 
In order to give a clear picture of the new society, it is 
necessary to divide it into three territorial sections, accor-
ding to the differentiation or., occupa tiona and the nature and 
degree of contact which·the inhabitants in each area have had 
with Western Civilization. The first area, which includes 
chiefly Kumas1, I have labelled the Municipal area, due to the 
fact that it is the seat of the colonial government and the 
most progressive in terms of modern urbanization. The inhabi-
tants here have had the greatest amount of contact with Wes-
tern Civilization through the establishment of schools on all 
levels, the availability of various occupational opportunities 
such as clerical and manual labor jobs with European firms, 
the railway and public service agencies, professional opportu-
nities, and domestic service in European homes. Thus bringing 
them into close and direct contact with the carriers of Western 
culture. Then too there is an accessibility in this area to 
many modern conveniences such as the automobile, electricity, 
radio, and theatre. An important point to bear in mind with 
regard to the Municipal area, however, is the fact that all of 
the people who live there are not exposed to the formal Euro-
pean type education due to the wide variation in personal in-
come. Many of the lower income groups find it difficult to 
send all of their children to school or to take advantage of 
other modern facilities so that this problem has been signifi-
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cant in creating a wide range of values which are accepted in 
varying degree by the literate and non-literate sections of 
the population.33 The non-literate group has been able to 
retain many more of the customs of the traditional culture 
than the literate group. This point will be analyzed in 
greater detail later in the chapter. 
The second area, including Obuasi, Akrokerri and Konongo, 
is the mining district and is found in the eastern corner of 
the country.34 The particular area with which we shall deal 
is separated from the Interior settlements; this has thus 
necessitated the building of compounds for the workers and 
their families. The contact which the inhabitants of the Min-
ing area have had with Western Civilization has been limited 
due to the fact that it is chiefly on the occupational level, 
in terms of employer-employee relationship. There are a few 
elementary schools established here but very few or the child-
ren in this area take advantage of them due to the lack of pa-
rental control. There are no modern conveniences, such as 
theatre and radio available, and there are a few occupational 
opportunities besides manual labor and clerical jobs. 
A second index of the limited acculturation process in the 
Mining area is the frequent contact of the inhabitants with 
their families in the traditional cultural area. Workers ob-
tain their employment on a contractual basis, usually for nine 
months, so that they are able to make frequent visits home and 
33 This was indicated in the responses to questionaires re-
ceived from and interviews held with Gold Coast students. 
34 Gold Coast Liaison Bulletin for January, 1952 
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to keep in close contact with the kinship group and family ob-
ligations.35 
The remaining area falls in what may be called the Agricu-
ltural or rural area. The contact which the inhabitants in 
this area have had with Western Civilization has been mostly 
of a religious nature with little or no change in the tradi-
tional economy •. Thus, as a social and cultural institution, 
the Church has been limited in its effect on the traditional 
social structure. The chief reason for this limitation is 
the fact that, although it has tended to give the people an 
ideal pattern by which to live, it has not introduce the tech-
niques or practical means of changing the way they make their 
living. Consequently, the people have to depend on the tra-
ditional unskilled methods of farming and therefore on the 
customs and practices which have proven helpful for such pro-
duction, of which the extended family system is one example. 
Before going into a discussion of the types of economic 
and kinship institutions found in these three areas, I would 
like to explain the methods used in collecting data on the 
contemporary society. Various materials published in recent 
years about the Gold Coast and other African areas of similar 
economic conditions were analyzed. In addition, a tabulation 
and analysis was made of the replies to questionaires sent to 
the Gold Coast students in this country and Canada. These were 
followed up with interviews with various Gold Coast and other 
35Robert A. Lystad, op. cit. 
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African students, as well as Anthropologists who have studied 
the Gold Coast society. rn using the library sources, I ~ound 
that the books available on this subject tended to place a 
great deal o~ emphasis on li~e among the Agricultural groups 
with hardly any treatment or the social structure o~ the liter-
ate society and those groups living in the industrialized cen-
ters. Hence I had to rely almost completely on the interviews 
with and questionaires from Ashanti and other Gold Coast stu-
dents in this country and Canada. It was they who pointed out 
that these three sub-groups di~fer not only in economic insti-
tutions but also in their systems or kinship organization, ideo-
logies, and attitudes. From my own experience among similar 
groups in ~beria I was able to veri~ these di~ferences and 
to understand more clearly certain conditions which exist in 
the new society. I realize, however, that my in~ormants are 
a selective group, all being highly educated, and that they 
must have spent a considerable length o~ time in the "wester-
nized" parts o~ the country before coming to this country ~or 
advanced studies, but to avoid a one-sided point o~ view in 
this discussion I also interviewed anthropologists who had done 
~ield work in A~rica or made extensive studies o~ contemporart 
Africa. I used published ethnographic materials for in~orma­
tion on the least and semi-acculturated groups, and social 
surveys of other municipalities of the Gold Coast, such as 
Busia's survey o~ Sekondi-Takoradi 1 for the Ashanti Municipal 
area. In this way an approximately balanced view o~ the new 
society was obtained. 
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Another problem which I encountered in collecting this in-
formation was the tremendous variation in responses received 
from the Ashanti students. In many instances it was impossible 
to distinquish which answers were opinions, whicb were mere 
guesses, or which were deliberate misrepresentation. I there-
fore tried to re-check the information by matching all the re-
sponses to a given question and where a similar answer was 
given by a large number of informants I accepted this as being 
correct. But then there were also instances in which two dif-
ferent answers were indicated by an equal or nearly m equal 
number of people; for example, in response to the question of 
whether the average laborer in the Mining area is polygamous 
or monogamous, twenty-five of my informants indicated monagamous 
while twenty-six indicated polygamous. (see appendix I) In 
such oases both answers were accepted as a probablility and the 
attempt was made to check for the disorepenoy through inter-
views. In this particular case I discovered that the difference 
in reply was due to the differences in definition of the word 
"wife." Some regarded as wife only that woman or women living 
with a man at a given time and in a given area while others 
took into account the wife or wives left by the individual in 
his native town plus those legally or illegally acquired in 
the Mining area. 
In the discussion ~ich follows the following indices will 
be used for the variation in kinship system between the three 
areas: (1) the pattern of marriage in eaoh, including the 
basis for the choice of mates and the f'orm of marrl age ceremony 
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most prevalent in each area. (2) The type of family organiza-
tion which exists, including the size and type of conjugal re-
lationship of the family group, the duties and obligations of 
family members to each other, such as the parent-child relation-
ship, the husband-wi~ relationship, and the relationship be-
tween other consanquineous kinship members. And (3) the posi-
tion of women in each area. I shall try to analyze the way in 
which the differences in these problems relate to differences 
in the economic structure found in each area. 
1. The Marriage Pattem 
The choice of mates 
The degree to which a given form of marriage is practiced 
varies from one area to another. In the rural area the domi-
nance of the unskilled agricultural economy still makes it 
necessary to maintain the extended family group as a source 
of labor supply. Consequently, the customary obligations 
which relate to marriage under this system still exist here. 
As in traditional times, the two individuals in the marriage 
contract are looked upon as members of two separate households 
and thus the transaction which takes place can be effected 
only through the arrangement between the two extended family 
groups.36 The function of this group selection is to scruti-
nize the qualifications of the prospective mates, not only with 
regard to the family connections (whether they conform to the 
36 
J. A. Amoo, "The Effects of Western Civilization on Akan 
Marriage," Africa, vol. I, 1928, pp. 3-22 
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laws of exogamity) but also, particularly in the case of a 
girl, whether the individual has the potentialities neces-
sary for success in economic production. In other words, 
whether a girl is skillful and dutiful, s1 nee the community 
places greater emphasis on the economic function of marri-
age than companionship. 
The patterns of mate selection, therefore, are still 
predominantly parental arrangement and exchange between fami-
ly groups. However, with the penetration of certain western 
ideas there has also grown a desire among the young people 
for individual mate selection. But when such oases arise it 
is generally expected that the family groups concerned will 
give their sanction to the seleotion.~7 
The close contact between workers in the Mining area and 
their families in the Interior does not permit them to devi-
ate very seriously from the traditional pattern of mate selee-
tion. In 1I1Kl y inst anoes a man may own a ooooa farm in his 
home town but at certain times in the year he may take a job 
in the Mining area as digger, due to the fact that the produo-
tion season for cocoa is only three months in the year - Octo-
ber to December - so that he is able to establish his family 
in the Agricultural area and to keep close ties with them. 
There are other instances, however, Where mine workers have 
made the compounds or the towns around them their permanent 
homes. This group soon loses all contact with the families in 
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in the Interior and the separation between the occupations in 
this area and family relationships makes it unnecessary for 
them to retain the traditional methods of mate selection. 
There is hence a greater tendency among permanent dwellers 
of the Mining area toward individual selection of mates 
rather than family exchange. 38 This point will be discussed 
more fullr under marriage in the Municipal area. 
With the diminishing interest in agriculture in the Muni-
cipal area there has grown an increasing emphasis on differ-
entiation and specialization of economic activities. There 
are many types of occupational opportunities available, rang-
ing from transportation jobs requiring manual labor to ocoupa-
tiona in the professions suoh as doctors, lawyers, government 
administrators, eta,39 Consequently, an individual's occupa-
tional role, in this area, has become separated from his role 
in the kinship group. Instead of the voluntary communal task 
of the family the individual now has to go outside his family 
group in search of a wage-earning job. The status which he 
acquires as a wage-earner is held by him as an individual rat-
her than by virtue of his membership in any particular family 
group. Hence the mate he ohoses becomes beneficial only to 
him, not to h!s family. On the whole, therefore, the indivi-
dual selection of mate is more universal in this area. How-
ever, there are certain other occupations found here, such as 
3~his information was obtained from interviews with Gold 
Coast students. 
39 K. A. Busia, Social Survey of Sekond1-Takorad1, Governme*t 
Printing Press, Accra, Gold Coast, 1950 
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fishing and local trading, in which the entire family group 
is able to participate or render some assistance. Consequent-
ly, it is not infrequent that such self-employed individuals 
are able to maintain the extended family system and in such 
instances the traditional pattern of mate selection has been 
found to ex1st. 40 
The fonns of marriage ceremony 
A second feature of the marriage pattern in which there 
are variations is the form of marriage ceremony. In tradi-
tional times only one ceremony was sanctioned by the society; 
this consisted of the payment of certain fees, by the groom 
or his family, commonly known as dowry, in confirmation of 
the marriage pledge. The dowry included the "Thanks-money" 
or Aseda. This consisted of a small sum of money and two 
bottles of rum, as a sign of engagement after the family had 
given its consent. Then there was the "head-wine" or Tiri Nsa, 
to validate the engagement and as a permission to visit the 
girl. Next came the "head-money," Sika aseda, sent by the boy's 
father to the girl's maternal relations. At the time af the 
marriage the groom was required to send the customary present 
to the bride usually consisting of four suits of clothes, two 
headkerchiefs, small articles as soap, mirror, loincloth, 
towels and comb, besides a bottle of rum to the immates of 
the girl's home and a sum of money to her brothers. A present 
was then returned by the girl's maternal relations to the 
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groom, consisting chiefly of foodstuff. The wedding feast 
financed by the groom and his relations concluded the cere-
mony.41 
In the Agricultural area today, these ceremonial obliga-
tions still exist unde.r what is generally called the Native 
Customary Law, to distinquish it from Church and state cere-
monies. There is usually a standard amount of money required 
for each payment and this has the function of eliminating the 
competitive display of wealth as is common in the Municipal 
area.42 An individual in the Agricultural area can get pres-
tige only by virtue of his membership in a particular family 
group; thus the expense of an elaborate wedding is dysfunc-
tional in confering any form of power on the individual. It 
is often more convenient and reasonable, therefore, to stay 
within the limits of the traditional marriage ceremony. 
In the Mining area, on the other hand, the instability of 
occupations makes it necessary that marriage take another form. 
Here employment is made on a contractual basis, usually for 
nine months, so that there is no certainity of the length of 
time an individual may live away from the family he has already 
established in his home town or when the occasion may arise 
for him to move to another area. He therefore finds it dysfunc-
tional to have an elaborate ceremony or to pay expenses for 
a wife he may live with only for a short period. The most 
41see Rattray, ~ligion and Art in Asbanti, and Danquah, 
Akan Law and Cust·ams, op. cit. 
42 Busia, Social Su:rvey of Sekondi•Takoradi, op. cit. See 
also appendioe II and III. 
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common fonn of marriage found in the Mining area# therefore, 
is what may be called "common-law" marriage. In this type 
the man and woman merely live together until it is necessary 
for them to separate. It involves no formal ceremony and 
hence no moral and civil obl1gations. 43 There may be a few 
instances# however, in which the traditional ceremony is 
used but this is mostly practiced by men who are permanent 
dwellers in this area. 
In the Municipal area, due to the complexity of the oc-
cupational structure, there is a variation as well as a com-
bination of different forms of marriage ceremony. 44 Members 
of the skilled and professional classes, who have acquired 
a certain amount of western education, usually have a church 
ceremony in additional to the legal forms provided for by 
the marriage ordinance, such as the purchase of a license. 
Unlike marriage in the Agricultural area, the bride drops 
her family name and takes on her husband's family name, due 
to the practice of monogamy required by the municipal ordin-
ance and the Christian Church. 45 This then identifies her 
with her husband and establishes the basis for a conjugal fam-
ily relationship. Because of the competitive nature of the 
economic system found in this area, marriage has the fUnction 
of, not only establishing companionship but also# enhancing 
43r. Schapera, Migrant Labor and Tribal Life, Oxfo~ Univer-
sity Press, IA>ndan, 1941 
44 See section under marriage in Appendix I as well as Appen-
dih,. III. 
~OThis infonnation was obtained through correspondence with 
Gold Coast students. 
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the social prestige of the couples involved, so that the ex-
pense associated with both Chruch and civil marriages become 
a competitive display for social recognition. 
A second form of marriage in this area is the combination 
of the Native Customary marriage and certain ceremonies of the 
western pattern. This type mey be found chiefly among (1) se-
mi-literate individuals whose occupations are usually restric-
ted to the unskilled or semi-skilled jobs. (2) Individuals, 
particular girls, whose parents (or parent) are non-literate 
and thus expect the traditional obligations, especially the 
dowry. And (3) couples 1n which one is literate, usually the 
man, and the other is non-literate. Then there is a third 
group who perform only the Native Customary ceremony; this 
group usually includes the completely non-literate inhabitants 
of the area, such as fishermen, carriers, and other m§Dual 
laborers. 46 
2. The Family Organization 
In the Agricultural Area 
In analyzing family life in the Agricultural area it is 
important to bear in mind that subsistence farming, though 
still a significant part of the economy, is now a matter of 
secondary importance. Many farmers nor use their land to 
grow ooooa, this being the most important cash crop, but be-
cause of the unskilled methods employed and the influence of 
46Busia, Social Survey of Sekondi-Takoradi 
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the traditional custom of land tenure in this area, there is 
still the need for operating these farms by means of the labor 
of the whole family group. 
The basic social unit in the Agricultural area, therefore, 
is the extended family group. It is composed of a cluster of 
nuclear family units, due to the practice of polygyny, as 
well as a large number of matrilineal kinship members. 47 The 
function of such a large family group is chiefly economic. 
All other areas depend on the Agricultural area for food so 
that it is necessary to produce a surplus amount to meet the 
increasing demands of the I&pidly growing population of the 
Industrial am Municipal areas. But the types of imPlements 
available for agriculture greatly limits the amount of food 
which can be produced; thse usually consist of small iron 
hoes used for weeding and cutlasses for clearing large forest 
areas. Consequently, to enable sufficient agricultural pro-
duction, it is more convenient to use the large extended 
family group as a source of Ja bor supply. In Ill me instances 
a group of extended families may cooperate in clearing and 
planting the communal farm of a given family group until it 
has completed the task and then move to another communal farm, 
and in that way they are able to cultivate a lazge area in a 
shorter period of time.48 In situations where the most impor-
47Lystad, op. cit. 
4~. Shelford, "Land Tenure on the Gold Coast." Journal of 
African Society, vol. II, 1911 
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tant crop is cocoa, however, the problem becomes a little more 
complex sinoe there is a definite season for cocoa production. 
It is important, therefore, to have available a labor force 
large enough to prepare the cocoa for the market in the limi-
ted period. A cocoa farmer may hire laborers, but the aver-
age farmer usually finds this more expensive since he is ex-
pected to feed the workers for the entire period that they 
work on his farm. Many farmers, therefore have to depend on 
the extended family group for cultivation. 
With the construction of roads for the transportation of 
agricultural products to the market there has been an increase 
in the mobility of rural inhabitants, whioh in turn has great-
ly affected the traditional relationship of family members to 
each other. The extensive power of the lineage head over all 
members of his clan, which in traditional times was exercised 
regardless of geographic distance, has become modified due to 
the increasing tendency of young people to migrate to other 
areas of economic opportunities. In the new areas these young 
people have established homes of their own and have therefore 
claimed the right to independent decisions especially in such 
matters as marriage choice, religious affliations, and other 
activities which in traditional times provided a means of 
bringing family members together.49 
Closely associated with the tendency to neglect kinShip 
obligations is the desire of family members to leave large 
49 Lystad, op. cit. 
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amount.s of property to the members of their nuclear family 
group, as opposed to the prescribed members of the matri-
lineal system. This attitude has been found to exist mostly 
among cocoa farmers, who because of the cash income involved, 
have developed individualistic interest. J~ny of them have 
acquired lands in other towns and have secured wives from the 
tribal groupe in these areas. The distance from their own 
home villages often demands that their household consist chief-
ly of the members of their wives' family groups. After a 
:r.e riod of time a orne of these men lose contact with the members 
of their own family groups and therefore neglect their obliga-
tions as kinship members. 50 Besides being uncertain of the 
future of their own children, with reference to the traditional 
responsibility of the maternal uncle, many wealthy cocoa far-
mere have tended to will their estates to their own children 
and wives because of the close affeotional feeling ~ich h~ve 
been established. But it is not infrequent, however, that 
after the death of a wealthy father his maternal uncle or some 
other matrilineal relation may turn up and claim his property 
under the Native Customary Law, 
misunderstanding between family 
thus creating 
51 groups. 
quarrels and 
Another index of the weakening of kinship solidarity in 
the Agricultural area is the tendency for kimh ip members to 
50ibid 
5~usia, Social Survey of Sekondi-Takoradi 
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seek financial assistance from the outside rather than to 
depend on the kinship group. In Lystad's study of the Ahafo-
Ashsnti tribe he discovered that generally members who need 
money to start independent economic enterprises felt less in-
clined to approach a fellow lineage member but preferred to 
seek help from the outside. This attitude, which is usually 
a rebellion against the rigidly prescribed norms of the com-
munal system, tends to give the individual a feeling of se-
curity and independence from kinship obligations by the esta-
blishment of a relationship with someone who can make no tra-
ditional claims. 
Turning to the relationship between nuclear family members, 
on the other hand, we find a growing tendency toward conjugali-
ty 1 greater than was possible under the rigid norms of the tra-
ditional culture. This social unit, consisting of the father, 
mother and their children, is patrilocal. As in traditional 
times, prolificity is a goal for the nuclear family group in 
the Agricultural area because of the economic function of 
childbearing to this system. A mother, usually one among many 
other wives, must compete for a significant status in relation 
to her husband; and one of the principal means of gaining 
status in a polygamous system is through economic contribution. 
Hence the more children a woman has of her own the more help 
she is able to get in performing her economic duties. 
The husband-wife reJs. tionship in this area has not been 
altered very ~uc~ except that in most cases the number of 
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wives owned by any one man has been reduced so that he is 
able to give each wife more attention. With the impact of 
Europeanization there has grown a desire for many new arti-
cles, such as printed cotton cloth, utensils and implements, 
which must be imported from the Municipal area. This has 
made the practice of polygyny more expensive since each wife 
often requires a separate set of household utensils and a 
house of her own where she and her children may live. The 
trend toward separate housing rather than one large house 
with individual rooms for each wife has also tended to in-
crease the close relationship between the husband and wife by 
giving them a certain amount of privacy. In a few oases 
where a man has his wives scattered in separate villages, each 
wife may live with her own relations, but in such instances it 
is expected that the husband make periodic visits to them and 
52 give them regular allowances. In shcr t, t:te conjugality of 
the husband-wife relationship varies with the individual case 
but generally speaking there is less emphasis on companionship 
and more on want satisfaction. 
In the father-child relationship there tends to be a higher 
degree of solidarity than existed in the traditional culture. 
In many instances the maternal uncle is so far away or invol-
ved in his immediate household affairs that he does not have 
sufficient time to exercise the power and responsibility over 
52Amoo, op. cit. This information was also confirmed through 
interviews with Gold Coast students. 
73 
his nieces and nephews prescribed by the kinship norms. This 
therefore places the father in a better position to care for 
and control his own children. In the first place they live 
with him and it is he who is responsible for their subsistence 
and training. When his son is grown and able to establish a 
family of his own, it is his father who assists him in estab-
lishing a farm. However, if this nuclear family is part of a 
large extended family group the land upon which the farm is 
made is not usually contributed by the father but is part of 
the communal land of the matrilineage. The father, however, 
renders assistance by helping to clear the land for cultivation. 
The cohesiveness of the mother-child relationship is much 
stronger than that between the father and child. This is due 
to the fact that 1 besides the absolute authority given to the 
mother and her relations by the Ashanti theo:cy of inheritance, 
it is u·sually the mother who comes in closest contact with the 
child during the early part of his life so that he learns to 
love and cherish her more than any other member of the family 
group. A second reason for the close relationship between mo-
ther and child is the economic position which the child has in 
relation to its mother. Under the polygamous system a man's 
chief duty, besides providing fish and meat for subsistence, 
is to clear the land which he has distributed among his wives 
for cultivation. It is the mother's duty to plant, harvest 
and exchange her products for currency or goods which the fam-
ily can use. 53 The child is thus an asset in relieving her of 
53 M. J. Herskovits, Economic Anthropology, Alfred A. Knopf, 
New York, 1951 
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some of the numerous economic responsibilities which she has 
to perform. 
The independence of the nuclear family group from tradi-
tional obligations depends chiefly on the type of occupation 
which the father, as the principal breadwiner of the family, 
has. Individuals whose occupations are such that little, if 
any, assistance can be rendered by the other members of the 
family group, such as tailoring, transport jobs and other oc-
cupatlons with no agricultural interest but which may be found 
in the Agricultural area, usually live apart frcm the extended 
family group but in the same locality, and in this way they 
are able to keep in close contact with the extended family but 
54 function as a separate unit. 
In the Municipal Area 
Because of the great variety of occupations in tl::e Munici-
pal area and the many opportunities available for employment, 
it has been successful in drawing people from various towns; 
many of whom are non-Ashantis but have to take rooms where-
ever they can find accommodation. The occupations in this 
area range from clerical and manual labor jobs with commer-
cial firm~the railway, and government services to profession-
al occupations such as teachers, doctors, lawyers and minis-
ters~5 This area is by no means self-sufficient; it depends on 
the Agricultural area for food and on European-made clothes 
54Ly~d, op. cit. 
5~usia, ibid. 
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and utensils. 
The new economic activities and the intermingling of tribal 
groups have tended to decrease the desire for cooperation and 
to increase the spirit of competition and individualism. Un-
like the large extended family group in the Agricultural area, 
a family in the Municipal area is generally composed of the 
nuclear family members and a few other dependents such as 
house servants. 56 This small isolated grouping enables the 
family to meet the increasing demands made upon it by the com-
petitive economic system. But it is important to understand 
that no single type of family structure exists in the Munici-
pal area; like the form of marriage, it varies by degrees. 
There are family groups in which the father is the only wage 
earner, such as is common among professionals and other edu-
cated people, ~ich presents the problem of a variety of in-
terests among family members. According to the response re-
ceived from the questionaires sent to Ashanti students, it 
would appear that wives of p10fessional husbands seldom con-
tribute to the subsistence of their families. 57 In many in-
stances, the incomes of their husbands are adequate enough to 
meet the basic necessities of the family and to allow for lu-
xuries, so that the wife is not compelled to seek employment 
and seldom works unless her pre-marital training is so spe-
cialized that without her there would be a shortage of com-
56 ibid 
57 See appendix I 
"' 
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patent workers in her field;, e. g. in nursing, teaching or mid-
wifery. Hence, the, largest number of educated mothers are 
able to remain at home am to take care oft heir chill ren. 
The mother-child relationship among the educated women, there-
fore, tends to be closer than what we will find among the 
non-literate groups. 
In most instances, the educated inhabitants in the Munici-
pal area have lost close contact with their non-~iterate re-
lations. Some of them may be several generations removed from 
the traditional customs and thus they feel no obligation to 
the kinship system. The only financial security they have 
ever known has been through the nuclear family and thus they 
expect to give their children the same security. 
The low economic status of the non-literate or semi-edu-
cated groups, on the other hand, presents many SJ cial problems, 
which effect the relationship between their family groups. For 
example, Busia discovered from his survey of Sekondi-Takoradi, 
which are comparable munic~palities on the coast, that the 
average wages per month for some unskilled jobs range as fol-
58 lows: 
Laborers 
Painters 
Tailors 
Was herman 
Sawyers and 
58 Busia, op. cit. 
Trimmers 
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-
77 
But the high cost of living in the Municipal area has often 
caused these people to develop new norms which are neither 
similar to the norms of the western culture nor to the tra-
ditional culture. He found that often even an educated young 
man has to delay marriage until he is able to save sufficient 
money for the occasion so that it is not uncommon to find men 
marr,ying as late as 35 years of age. At other times some of 
the young men have found it more advantageous to marry under 
the Native Customary Law until they are able to accummulate 
the amount of money needed for a western type wedding. But 
the dual system has often resulted in conflicts in marital 
relationships. After a man has lived with his non-literate 
wife for a period of time and has perhaps had a few children 
he finds it difficult to put her aside completely for his new 
educated wife and this often leads to suspicion, and there may 
be jealousy between the wife married in the western style and 
that married under the Native Customary Law. However, it is 
interesting to note that, in a sense, moat men, semi-literate 
or educated, prefer to marry the non-literate women because 
of the economic advantage involved. The educated wives usual-
ly demand the modern luxuries, including maid service and se-
veral suits of clothes, to give them prestige among their 
"civilized" group while the non-literate wife can readily ac-
cept her position associated with household drudgeries, in-
cluding her equal participation in contributing to domestic 
expenses through her sale of cooked foods and small articles 
which she may purchase from local commercial firma. 
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In instances where an educated man marries a mon-literate 
wife he often tries to send his children to school. i"lhere his 
income is inadequate he may sometimes send only one or two 
children while the rest remain at home and help with the house-
hold duties. 59 A non-literate mother who has a daughter in 
school is usually faced with the situation in which she is 
uncertain of the cultural standards by which to rear her dau-
ghter. She respects her on the basis of her educational 
status and therefore tries to cater to her every desire. The 
girl may be given more freedom than her brothers and sisters 
who are not in school, thus creating enmity between siblings. 
She often demands the right to choose her own husband, which 
limits the authority and privilege of the non-literate parent 
and intensifies the conflict between parent and child. Ano-
ther way in which the uncertainity about cultural standards 
is expressed is in the amount of clothing and luxuries that 
the school girl may be permitted to have, frequently at the 
expense of other members of the family who have to do with-
60 
out. 
The specialized and impersonal nature of occupations in 
the Municipal area limits the assistance which children can 
render to their parents. Unlike the agrarian family which 
enables the training of children through their active parti-
cipation in adult activities, young people in the Municipal 
59See appendix I under Education, number of children sent 
to school by the skilled workers in the Municipal area 
60 Busia, op. cit. 
,-, ... 
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area frequently grow up with no occupation that they can readi-
ly enter; and the difficulty in securing wage earning jobs 
often leads to frustration of the individual. 
Another deviation from the western standards in the Muni-
cipal area is the practice of polygyny among individuals 
whose occupations oall for whole family participation, suoh 
as traders and fishermen. The laok of a steady income of 
this group often demands that the wife engage in some inde-
pendent financial activity to supplement the income of her 
husband. Out of 264 oases of suoh individuals studied by 
Busia in Sekondi and Takoradi he found 19.3~ polygamous.6l 
On the whole, however, the Municipal family is isolated from 
the traditional bonds of kinship obligations. One of the 
greatest weaknesses of this isolation is the lost of the re-
sponsibility of kindreds to eaoh other. There are often oases 
in which a child, having lost both parents through death, has 
to be oared for by the government or some philanthropic or-
ganization due to the fact that matrilineal relations are not 
willing to assume the responsibilities which were theirs 
under the traditional system. This has also tended to in-
crease the rate of juvenile delinquency among municipal youth 
while in the Agricultural area there is always a place for 
the individual in the extended family group, both as a kin-
dred and an economic member. 
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In the Mining Area 
Like the Municipal area, the Mining district is not composed 
of a single cultural group, hence the norms of the traditional 
Ashanti culture have been greatly weakened by the diffusion of 
non-Ashantis. 
One oft he most distinquishing features of the Mining area 
is that all family groups have to depend on wage income. The 
only occupations available are either manual labor or oleri-
cal jobs in the mining offices. The status which the indivi-
dual attains therefore, is achieved by him on an individual 
basis rather than ascribed through membership in a particular 
kinship group. Hence there tends to exist marked competitive 
attitude among workers and this is sometimes carried over in 
the relationship between family members. 
One indication of the decreasing influence of the kinship 
norma in the Mining area is the relatively low moral stand-
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ards which exist. Among the indices of immorality is the 
weakened sex norms as is evident by the high rate of common 
law marriages and prostitution. In the traditional culture 
all marriages which were not sanctioned by the society were 
looked upon as immoral and the individuals involved were re-
garded as "free man and free woman" with certain degree of 
social disapproval. Today, in many oases a husband may leave 
his wife and family in his home town and live with a woman in 
the Mining area as "free man and woman" until he is ready to 
62schapera, op. cit. 
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return home at which time he passes her on to another man. 
Many of these "free women" have themselves lost all ties 
with their kindreds or changed their names, so that there 
are no social obligations to limit their efforts in making 
f&Uiok money. 
Another index of immorality in the Mining area is the 
high rate of criminal offenses committed, particularly ju-
venile delinquency. 63 Many of my informants maintained 
that it is not uncommon to find boys as young as eight years 
of age running off from home and roaming about the stre.ets 
late at night to pick pockets. With the diminishing import-
ance of agriculture in this area and the limited amount of 
land available to grow garden crops, women and children have 
hardly any thing to do so that there is no way to condition 
the growing child who does not go to school for adult life 
through active participation in the day to day work of the 
family. Many of these boys are therefore driven to such a 
life because of' idleness; and the high mercenary value which 
dominates the society leads them to seek for quick gains. In 
most instances, however, the cause for delinquency is due to 
the lack of parental control or the neglect of' p~ntal re-
sponsibility toward their children. 
One of the basic differences between the inhabitants of' 
the Mining area and those of the Municipal area which is wor-
thy of' comment is the fact that the average worker in the Min-
63rhis information was obtained through interviews with 
Gold Coast students, as well as from Busia 1s Social Survey of 
Sekondi-Takorad1. 
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ing area tends to be less acculturated than most individuals 
in the Municipal area. But again, the basic reason for this 
is the economic factor. In the Mining area there exists an 
impersonal relationship between workers and their supervisors 
so that when a worker returns to his compound or village at 
the end of the day there is hardly any western custom which 
he is able to take back with him. On the other hand, in the 
Municipal area the ~rsonal relationship in the contact be-
tween employer and employee varies by degree but does exist. 
Even where contact is impersonal an individual has more op-
portunity of coming in contact with such western facilitates 
as locomotives and theatres to which most mine workers are 
not exposed. 
3. The Position of Women 
The employment of women, as active participants in fami-
ly subsistence efforts may be found in the three areas, but 
to a lesser degree in the Mining than in the Agricultural 
and Municipal areas. In the Agricultural area the chief oc-
cupations which women are able to perfo~ include farming, 
harvesting, and marketing of crops to meet the growing de-
mands of the family with the increased desire for European 
· made goods. They may also engage in such non-agricultural 
production as weaving and potterr making, though objects 
which represent anthromorphic forms are usually made by men. 
Very seldom is a woman in the Agricultural area so fortunate 
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as to have a husband to herself. She is always faced with 
the piQblem of sharing him with a number of other women, us-
ually not more than three.64 But she soon learns to accept 
her status as one among many while trying to improve it by 
being dutiful and industrious in her economic activities. 
In other words, a wife in the Agricultural area is chiefly 
an economic instrument to her husband so that a high degree 
of companionship is not required as essential for marriage. 
In the Municipal area, on the other hand, there is no 
set standard by which a woman's position in relation to her 
husband is judged. Educated wives usually expect companion-
ship and equality while non-literate wives do not expect this, 
particularly if their husbands are educated. The type of 
occupation which a woman may seek varies with the amount of 
education she has obtained and the income of her husband. 
Most non-literate women, however, work on their own account 
by selling cooked food, garden grown crops and fish, as well 
as certain European-made products and cosmetics. For as 
Busia has indicated, they generally have to engage in some 
gainful activity in order to supplement the inadequate income 
of their husbands and to meet the increasing expenses for such 
t'hings as rent, fuel, light 1 clothes, and household sundries 
as cleaning materials. 65 Out of a group of 300 women inter-
viewed in Sekondi-Takoradi he found that nine out of ten had paid 
64 Lystad, op. cit. 
6~usia, op. cit. 
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employment of some form or another. 
The conflict between the monogamous system required by 
the marriage ordinance in the Municipal area and the tradi-
tional custom of polygyny expected by the old folks and 
non-literate class often shows itself in the frequent mis-
understanding which occurs between an educated wife and her 
husband's non-literate sisters or mother over the property 
and finance of the husband. So that very many educated wi-
ves are faced with the problem of insecurity after the death 
of their husbands. 
To sum up the analysis of the kinship system in the new 
Ashanti society, I have tried to show, (1) that the western 
influences in the society have not been evenly distributed 
in all areas so that (2) the concentration of industrial 
development, such as mining enterprises and commercializa-
tion, in separate territorial areas, with relatively no change 
in the traditional agricultural methods in others, has led to 
differences in the degree of acculturation. (3) That conco-
mitant with change in the communal economic system found in 
the Mining and Municipal areas to a competitive system there 
has tended to develop: change in family structure, of which the 
ch~ge from extended to isolated family group is one example. 
(4) That other indices of change in kinship system include 
the weakening of kinship norms, the decreasing of the matrili-
neal kinship solidarity, the emergence of a form of social or-
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ganization based on economic interest rather than family 
membership, and the emanipation of woman through their chang-
ing status in economic employment from compulsion to volun-
tary wage-earner. 
In the concluding chapter which follows, I shall attempt 
to integrate the major points appearing throughout this thesis 
and to show what generations can be made from this analysis. 
CHAPI'ER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
In analysing the influences of Western Civilization on 
the Ashanti kinship system I have tried to focus primarily 
on the change in institutions rather than individual.beha-
vior, but in many instances it has been impossible to deal 
with institutional norms without considerable attention on 
individual attitude and interests. I have therefore found 
it necessary in some instances, to discuss the change in 
individual attitude as a clue to change in the kinship sys-
tem. 
Starting with the hypothesis that those individuals 
who live in a social structure which emphasizes competitive 
economic activities tend to develop an isolated conjugal 
kinship relationship while those living in a communal agra-
rian economy tend to show more tendency toward the extended 
consanquineous kinship system, I began, in Chapter II, with 
a functional analysis of the traditional agrarian culture as 
it existed before the impact of Western Civilization. I 
tried to show that the cohesive kinship system which was com-
mon to this culture, and which is prevalent in most "primitive" 
non-westernized societies, functioned under an economic condi-
tion which demanded a large solidary kinship group. Fbr ex-
ample, the family was a self-sufficient unit which operated 
with a lack of technical knowledge of production as well as 
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a lack of adequate methods of preservation of goods. It was 
therefore impossible and unnecessary to produce a surplus 
amount of goods of lasting utility value. Consequently, the 
family required a large number of individuals who could share 
in the slow method of production, thus enabling it to meet 
the day to day needs of the simple agrarian life. And the 
insuring of such a labor force was manifested in the extended 
family system, the practice of polygyny, and the desire for 
numerous offspring, as well as the lineage system which dic-
tated the rights, duties, and obligations of the individuals 
in the society. 
The second characteristic of the traditional economy 
which demanded a solidary kinship system was the lack of con-
siderable exchange value of the goods produced. Due to the 
climatic conditions, consumers' goods were generally restricted 
to certain products, for only certain types of plants could be 
grown in the tropics. Then too there was a lack of technical 
specialization between p!Qducers which could have facilitated 
an economic exchange of agricultural products. The result of 
such conditions was that all adjacent groups produced the 
same types of goods, thus preventing the need for extensive 
trade and a variety of occupational opportunities for kinship 
members. With similar interests in economic performances, 
therefore, as well as common religious and political activities 
there developed a high degree of devotion to family function 
and obligations. 
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In Chapter III the conditions under which the Ashanti 
people came in contact with Western Civilization was indicated; 
r:a rticularly the contact with the B1•1tish who at the time needed 
a supply of raw materials and a market for the finished products 
of the growing industry in Britian. The conflict which ensued 
covered a period of ninety-four years and ended in 1901 with the 
conquesto of Ashanti and its annexation to the coastal colony. 
Chapter IV was concerned wtth the introduction of a new type 
of political authority, new religious and educational insti-
tutions, and new economic opportunities. It was shown that 
while the British did not forcibly legislate concerning the 
nature of kinship relations, they introduced a situation which 
placed new valuations on certain statuses in the society thus 
cutting across kinship obligations, and consequently kinship 
solidarity. It was also shown (Chapter V) how with the dif-
ferentiation of economic activities in various territorial areas 
there developed separate systems, of which the patterns of mar-
riage, the differences in family organization, and the diffe-
rent positions of women in each area were cited as examples. 
Having completed the principal discussion of this thesis, 
that of showing the functional relationship between a given 
kinship structure and particular economic structure, it re-
mains at this point to present the main considerations which 
are relevant to the interpretation of what has been attempted, 
and hence to test the relative validity of the hypothesis. 
The family, as it has been shown, operates in close and 
90 
and reciprocal relationship with other institutions in the 
social system, particularly the economic institution. Thus 
when this institution changes the family eventually follows. 
The general process of change in Ashanti has been uneven 
with certain areas showing greater change and others being 
less influenced. The process of change was shown to be more 
striking in the industrial am Municipal areas, whose econo-
mic functions are different from those of the Agricultural 
area. In the isolated Agricultural regions the family still 
continues to operate, in many respects, very much as it did 
in traditional times. For while it is no longer a totally 
self-sufficient entity it still operates as a unit for the 
production and consumption of goods and services provided for 
by its own members and with only incidental assistance from 
outside. The use of unskilled methods ,of production still ne-
cessitates the employment of a large and cohesive labor force 
to produce, not only a surplus of foodstuff to accommodate the 
growing population of the industrialized areas, but also to 
produce and prepare a quantity of cocoa sufficient enough to 
keep the nation in the world market. Such an economic situa-
tion, together with the cultural valuation attached to the 
communal possession of family land, has tended to make each 
individual in the Agricultural family an economic asset in 
the common method of production, so that there exists an over-
lapping of economic and family roles. The head of the house-
hold is also the director of economic production, and the same 
group which functions as an economic organization shares equi-
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valent rights and duties in the kinship group. The diminish-
ing importance of individual ownership and occupational varia-
tion tend to decrease individual competition, which in turn 
enables the solidary relationship of the family members. 
In the Mining and Municipal areas, on the other hand, the 
high degree of individual independence in economic activities 
is perhaps the most important single factor contributing to 
the breakdown of the extended family system, with its emphasis 
on mutual kinship interdependence, and the development of 
small conjugal family structures. The members of the conjugal 
family in these areas, nominally share a common basia of eco-
nomic support in the form of money income. But this means of 
support is not derived from the cooperative efforts of the 
family unit but, rather in the performance of occupational 
roles by individuals. Unlike the Agricultural area, however, 
the status of these occupational roles is specifically di-
vorced from the kinship status, that is, an individual has to 
go outside the family group in search of an occupation end the 
occupational position attained is held by him as an individual, 
not by virtue of his status in the kinship group. The imper-
sonal relationship of employer to employee necessitates that 
he be treated as an individual. Consequently he internalizes 
the individualistic values so that they become a part of his 
personality. In tr~ family group he is faced with the con-
flict of status personality, as a husband, a father, ar a 
brother which requires a more J:B rsonal relationship than in his 
occupational position. But the &rray of competitive interests 
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which surrounds him, due to his frequent contact with external 
familial groups and participation in outside activities, soon 
forces him to reflect his occupational status personality .into 
the kinship group so that evenually he begins to look at kin-
sr~p relations only in terms ot his immediate family members 
rather than as an extended consanguineous family structure. 
With this condition it would be expected that the isolated con-
jugal kinship system would be more functional to a competitive 
economic structure than the extended consanguineous relation-
ship which operates more smoothly in a communal agrarian economy. 
In conclusion, it is important to emphasize that the kin-
ship structure is only one element in the social system. Its 
implications in the gross process of social change are general-
ly underestimated, particularly in sociological studies, due 
to the tact that it represents only a minor element in the 
modern society. I have used it in this thesis, however, as 
an index by which to measure the degree of social change in a 
"primit'ive society" because various studies have proved that 
it is the most single integrative factor in most non-wester-
nized societies. It exerts tremendous influence on the struc-
tures of the political, religious and economic institutions 
and in turn depends on these for many of its values and nonns; 
hence, change in any of these institutions may eventually lead 
to change in the kinship system. It is important to under-
stand, therefore, that this thesis does not intend to establish 
a causal relationship nor an economic determinism for there are 
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multiple factors which combine to produce change in a given 
kinship system, of which the means of obtaining a living is 
just one. 
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Tabulated response from questionaires sent to Ashanti and other 
Gold Coast students in the United States and Canada. The numbers 
in each block indicate the number ot informants who checked the nar-
tioular response to the left. Example: For educational standard 
attained by the average inhabitant in the Agricultural Area, 7 peo-
ple checked (l) under Literate, 27 checked (2), 19 checked (3) and 
12 checked ( 4). 
f~-GJ[[CUL-
~CIPAL AREA MINING AREA TURAL 
AW.A 
., 
~ 
4) r-t ll CHARACTERISTICS ~ <II ~ 1:1 ~ 4) '0 0 0 
~ 4) <I> ori !1: ~ ~ r-t '0 ., 1ii ~ r-t <I> ., ~ ., <I> ori r-t ., <I> 
.a 0 ~ I .!II r-t II-< tC ori 
~ l:l ., a 0 tC al II-< :1a § ~ iS <I> II-< ~ II:: 0 
EDUCATION Below 4th grade 7 50 55 3 - 40 14 -1. 
2. 4th - 8th grade 27 4 14 18 1 8 23 7 Standard ~- 8th -J.Zth grade 19 2 5 24 5 4 15 32 attained 4. Above 12th grade 12 - - 15 50 - 7 26 
~~· :All 29 3 6 25 46 4 15 36 No. children 24 li~ 39 25 5 10 34 14 send to soh. 2. Sorne 6 _2_ 
-
'?>'7 3 
-13 NnnA 
-
FAMIJX LIFE 1. Church 33 6 10 26 43 6 9 33 
12 ll 9 13 26 9 9 17 Form of ~· Civil Law 15 15 23 19 1 24 20 9 Marriage 3. Common 
17 35 16 13 4 19 20 8 4. Dowry 
1.1.. 10 ana up 0 ~~; ~~ 3~ "' 3~ 32 3~ Av. no. of 3: 22 2. 4 to 9 
_!]_ 24 '7 '7 16 children 13 0 tl'l 3 
- --~ 
Av. no. of 1. One 32 3 19 31 45 25 17 40 
wives !2 Two or more 22 47 34 21 1 26 30 ll 
1. Has to obey 36 38 29 26 30 27 31 31 Obedience to 2. Not compelled to ll 10 15 20 1~ 10 10 14 parents 13. nn .. ,. .._,. he Hk .. ,. ·?. 2 1 _2. !i 4 ..2 
1. Many oases 5 ll 10 4 4 10 5 3 
44 36 37 40 39 36 40 38 Separation 2. Few oases 
2 5 10 4 4 7 3 Nn aA.se 4 5 
ECONOMIC LIFE l. Individual owner- 37 21 13 32 46 16 25 23 
Property - ship 
19 38 26 18 10 17 15 18 land and home 2_. Depends on fami~ 
2 17 6 2 26 16 ll 3. Owns neither l 
1. From extended 34 37 28 27 17 32 32 29 Inheritance !ami illy 
2. From immediate f 23 15 25 27 40 21 24 26 
lo Wife provides 3 4 B 8 5 ~ 2~ 6 Subsistence 2. Wife may help 35 34 34 22 lS 34 25 
'?>. WH'A doe a ne.ithel Hi 14. 9 ' 23 3!i 11 16 21 0 
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Appendix II 
Approximate Sample or expenditure or Marriage under the 
Native Customary Law. From Busia 1 s Social Survey or Sekondi-
Takoradi 
Description 
RUm on First Enquiry 
Rum: Parent agreeing to Marriage 
Head Money 
Contribution toward Puberty Hites 
Subsistence at lOs a month ror 6 mos. 
Present to girl on visiting Fiance 
during her puberty rite 
Customary Present 
1 Trunk 
4 Headkerchiefs 
1 Brass Pan 
1 Native Stool 
1 Large mirror 
Powder, Pomades, Hair oil 
To girl's halr-brother on taking wife away 
Reporting wire•s virginity {10s.6d. and 
1 yd. Calico, price 2s. 6d) 
Total 
Value in 
!. s D 
- 10 6 
10 6 
7 4 
-
4 
3 
- 16 6 
8 
8 2 
1 10 
-
10 
- -
-
4 6 
2 10 
-
2 
- -
- 10 6 
- l3 
50 2 -
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Appendix III 
Item$ generally expected of Bridegroom married under the 
Ordinanc$. Taken from Busia 1a Social Survey of Sekondi-Takoradi 
Items 
Engagement 
European !Dress 
Native Wear 
Hardware 
quantity 
1 Bottle 
1 Bottle 
2 Bottles 
2 Bottles 
1 
1 
6 
4 pairs 
6 
4 pairs 
6 seta 
2 only 
4 n 
2 II 
1 "' 
1 pair 
4 only 
1 " 
1 "' 
1 " 2 n 
! Dozen 
1 set 
1 pair 
1 n 
24> pas. 2! n 
2· sets 
2 only 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
n 
"' 
" 
" n 
n 
" 
Description 
Rum on asking for girl's 
hand 
Whisky 
Soda 
Run, when father consents 
to marriage 
Whisky 
Soda 
Head Money 
Engagement 3ing and Bible 
Wedding R1.ng 
Wedding Dress 
Evening " 
Dresses 
Shoes 
Hats 
Stockings 
Underwear 
Chenises 
Vesta 
Brasseres 
Ro 11-on-G! rdle 
Gloves 
Handbags 
Veil 
Wreath 
Dressing Gown 
Night Dresses 
Handkerchiefs 
Bouquet 
Sandals 
Slippers 
Cotton cloth 
T. N.C. Cloth 
Waist Beads, Gold Trinkets 
Headkerchiefs 
Sew.ing Machine 
Airtight Trunk 
Brass Pans 
Hat Case 
Mirror 
Stool (Native) 
Umbrellas 
, Toilet 
Bridesmaids' Dresses 
Miscellaneous 
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4 only Towels 
l. " Comb 
Chewing stick and Bath Sponge 
l bar Common soap 
6 oakes Perfumed soap 
6 bottles Pomade 
6 tins Powder 
2 only Dresses 
2 " Hats 
2 pairs Shoes 
2 " Stockings 
2 
" 
Gloves 
2 sets Underwears 
Marriage Licence: Filing of Affidavifs 
Printing of Invitation cards 
Minister's Professional fee 
Chorister's :ree 
Chapel-~eeper's fee 
Hire of Cars 
Fee of Wif'e 1 s Brothers 
Photograph 
Fee charged by those who dress the Bride 
Fee charged by those who carry the Luncheon 
Wedding Cake 
Fee for hire of Hall for Refreshment 
Cost or Refreshment 
Items usually secured by Bride for New Home 
Bed Linen 
Cushions 
Curtains 
Utensils 
Invitations 
Cost of Luncheon 
Personal items secured by Bridegroom 
Bucket 
.Towels 
Powder 
Brush 
Comb 
Cloth 
Sandals 
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COMPREHENSIVE ABSTRACT 
The contact of Ashanti with Western Civilization properly 
dates as far back as the 15th century when the Portuguese ex-
plorers went to Africa in search of spices and grain. But 
the influence which these early transients may have exerted 
on the Ashanti culture was insignificant when compared with 
the oontaot with the British four centuries later. This la-
ter contact marked the introduction of various social insti-
tutions. including new religious. educational. political and 
eoonomio institutions. In many instances the new norms pro-
duoed by them out across traditional kinship obligations and 
consequently produced new attitudes and values which led to 
change in the social structure. 
The primary purpose of this thesis is to formulate cer-
tain hypotheses which will explain social interaction. It 
shall attempt to show the functional relationship between a 
given economic institution and kinship organization. As an 
index of Western Civilization. therefore, it shall use only 
two general characteristics of weste1~ economic institutions, 
competition and individualism. And as an index of culture 
change it shall use the changing kinship system of the Ashanti 
society. 
To extend Parsons' theory of the correlation between the 
economic and kinship institutions,*this thesis proposes the 
* See Talcott Parsons. "Kinship System in Contemporary United 
States." Essats in Sociological Theory, Pure and Applied, The 
Free Press, G enooe, Illinois, 1949 
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hypothesis that those individuals who live in a social struc-
ture which emphasizes competitive economic activities tend to 
develop an isolated conjugal kinship system while those liv-
ing in a communal agrarian economy tend to shew a tendency to-
ward the extended consanguineous kinship system. 
Before analyzing the changes which have taken place in the 
Ashsnti kinship structure as a result of the contact with Wes-
tern Civilization, it may be helpful to make a quick survey of 
the traditional culture. The cohesive kinship system which 
was common to the traditional Ashanti culture functioned under 
an economic condition which demanded a large solidary kinship 
group. As a self-sufficient unit, the family operated with 
a lack of technical knowledge of production as well as a lack 
of adequate methods of preservation of goods. Hence it was 
impossible and unnecessary to produce a surplus amount of 
goods of lasting utility value. The traditional family, there-
fore, required a la1•ge number of indiv~.r1.uals who could share 
in the slow method of production so as to enable it to meet 
the day to day needs of the simple agrarian life. And the 
insuring of such a labor force was manifested in the extended 
family system, the practice of polygyny, and the desire for 
numerous offspring. With similar interests in economic per-
formance, as well as common religious and political activities, 
there developed a high degree of devotion to family function 
and obligations • 
The general process of change in Ashanti, as a result of 
the contact with Western Civilization, has been uneven with 
certain areas showing greater change and others being less 
influenced. . In the isolated Agricultural regions today 
the family still continues to operate, in many respects, very 
much as it did in traditional times. For while it is no 
longer a totally self-sufficient entity it still operates as 
a unit for the production and consumption of goods and ser-
vices provided for by its own members and with only inciden-
tal assistance from outside. The use of unskilled methods 
of production still necessitates the employment of a large 
and cohesive labor force to produce, not only a surplus of 
foodstuff to accommodate the growing population of the indus-
trial and Municipal areas, but also to produce and prepare a 
quantity of cocoa sufficient enough to keep the nation in the 
world market. Such an economic situation, together with the 
cultural valuation attached to the communal possession of 
family lands, has tended to make .each indiviwal in the Agri-
cultural family an economic asset in the common oethod of 
production, so that there exists an overlapping of economic 
and family roles. The head of the household is also the dir-
ector of economic production, and the same group which func-
tions as an economic organization shares equivalent rights and 
duties in the kinship group. The diminishing importance of 
individual ownership and occupational variation tend to de-
crease individual competition, which in turn enables the soli-
dary relationship of family members. 
In the Mining and Municipal areas, on the other hand, the 
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high degree of individual independence in economic activities 
is perhaps the most important single factor contributing to 
the breakdown of the extended family system, and the develop-
ment of small conjugal family structures. The members of the 
conjugal family in these areas, nominally share a common basis 
of economic support in the form of money income. But this 
means of support is not derived from the cooperative efforts 
of the family unit but, rather, in the performance of occupa-
tional roles by individual members. Unlike the Agricultural 
area, however, the status of these occupational roles is spe-
cifically divorced from the kinship status, that is, an indi-
vidual has to go outside the family group in search of an oc-
cupation and the occupational position attained is held by 
him as an individual, not by virtue of his status in the fam-
ily group. The impersonal relationship of employer to employee 
necessitates that he be treated as an individual. Consequent-
ly he internalizes the individualistic values so that they 
become a part of his personality. In the family group he 
therefore becomes faced with the conflict of status personality, 
as a husband, a father, or a brother, which requires a more 
personal relationship than in his occupational position. But 
the array of competitive interests which surrounds him, due 
to his frequent contact with external familial groups and 
participation in outside activities, soon forces him to re-
flect his occupational status personality into the kinship 
groupr eventually he begins to look at kinship relations only 
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in terms of his immediate family members rather than as an 
extended consanguineous family structure. With this anal-
ysis, it would appear that the isolated conjugal kinship 
system seems more fm1ctional in a competitive economic struc-
ture than the extended consanguineous relationship, which, 
on the other hand, operates more smoothly in a communal agr-
arian eoonomy. 
It is important to emphasize, however, that the kinship 
structure is only one element in the social system. Its 
implications in the gross process of social change are gen-
erally underestimated, particularly in sociological studies, 
due to the fact that it represents only a minor element in 
the modern society. I have used it here as an index by which 
to measure the degree of social ohm ge in a "primitive" socie-
ty, however, because various studies have shown that it is 
the most single integrative factor in most non-westernized 
societies. It exerts tremendous influence on the structures 
of the political, religious and economic institutions and in 
turn depends on these for many of its values and norms; hence, 
change in any of these institutions may eventually lead to 
change in the kinship system. It is important to emphasize, 
therefore, that this thesis does not intend to establish a 
causal relationship nor an economic determinism for there are 
many factors which combine to produce change in a give~ kin-
ship system, of which the means of obtaining a living is just 
one. 
